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Sooner or later such a man was plainly
destined to start the measurement of living
beings. As early as 1865 he had shown
that talent may be inherited, and was de-
vising schemes for measuring it and its
inheritance. In 1882 he suggested the es-
tablishment of anthropometric laborato-
ries, and he established one at his own ex-
pense at the Health Exhibition of 1884.
In order to study the limits of hearing, he
invented "Galton's whistle", whereby the
pitch of a note can be raised until it can be
heard no more. This is in daily use by
aurists. Here, in passing, he came across
finger prints, because he wanted a novelty
for a lecture. He put his usual thorough-
ness into this subject; and now, all the
world over, criminals are identified, thanks
to his work. Composite portraits came in
with the study of criminals, and stereo-
scopic maps "happened" in his mind by
similar mental processes.

A small fraction of the foregoing would
suffice to make a great life-work for any
man, but we have scarcely yet alluded to
the most important matter of all. The
following names of books indicate it :
"Hereditary Genius" (1869); "English
Men of Science" (1874); "Human Fac-
ulty" (1883); "Natural Inheritance"
(1889). The tragedy is that, before this
series of books was begun, Mendel's work
had been already published, but Galton
knew no more of its existence than did his
cousin, Charles Darwin.

In 1883, in "Human Faculty", Galton
introduced the word "eugenics"; and to
this subject, after many years during
which, for lack of encouragement, he left
it alone, he devoted the last decade of his
life. He had already experimentally dis-
proved Darwin's theory of pangenesis ; he
had seen the fact of heredity in man; and
finally, aided by an invitation from the
newly formed Sociological Society in 1904,
he initiated the public interest in eugenics.
He lived to see eugenics societies founded,
and to address one of them, to contribute
to a eugenics review, and to found a eugen-
ics laboratory. He died on January 18,
1911, and by his will founded and endowed
the Francis Galton professorship of na-
tional eugenics in the University of London.

In his "Memoirs of My Life", which
Galton published in 1908, and which must
always rank as a model autobiography, the
ardor, the candor, the humor, the delight in
life, the humility, the humanity, the richness
of mind, which were the natural attributes
of this illustrious man, are stamped upon
successive pages in a fashion which reveals
the man himself to the life. This was the
last of his many books; for though he once
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conditionally promised to undertake a
volume upon eugenics, he fought shy of
the task later, but published a collection
of his addresses on the subject.

CARL GEGENBAUR
Founder of Modern Comparative Anatomy

IT is a platitude to remark on the gen-
erally uneventful lives of men of letters
and of science. If we are seeking to be
thrilled we turn to the exploits of explorers,
inventors and soldiers. If, on the other
hand, our interest lies in the hard-won
secrets of the universe rather than in the
difficulties encountered in their revela-
tion, we find the long even years in uni-
versity and laboratory as incident to our
subject as lions to the explorer and blood
to the fighting man.

Carl Gegenbaur is no exception to the
generality of scientists whose outward life
holds none of the perils of a Nansen or a
Lafayette. He was born at Wiirzburg,
Bavaria, August 21, 1862, and, having
passed through the gymnasium of his na-